
 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS:  

 

Justice Darryl L. Hecht practiced law in Sioux City for twenty-two years 

before his appointment to the Iowa Court of Appeals in 1999.  He was appointed 

to the Iowa Supreme Court in 2006.   

 

B. John Burns is an Assistant Federal Public Defender, former Assistant Public 

Defender and former Assistant Appellate Defender.  He is the author of the  

Iowa Practice series book, Criminal Procedure.  His Case Law Update has 

become a yearly tradition for the Public Defender Association’s CLE.   

 

Betsy Clarke is the founder and President of the Juvenile Justice Initiative.  

She served as Juvenile Justice Counsel for the Cook County Public Defender for 

six years, and served for 15 years at the State Appellate Defender. 

 

Steven J. Drahozal is an Assistant Public Defender for the Dubuque Office.  

Before joining the Public  Defender Office in October 2014, he was in private 

practice where he practiced primarily in state post-conviction and appellate 

cases as well as federal criminal defense. He co-teaches the annual SPD course 

for post-conviction relief and has served as chair of the Iowa State Bar 

Association’s Criminal Law Section. 

 

Jerry Foxhoven is the Executive Director of Clinical Programs and Professor of 

Law at Drake University Law School.  He was previously the Director  of the Joan 

& Lyle Middleton Center for Children’s Rights, the Iowa Child Advocacy Board 

and a practicing trial attorney for many years.   

 

Audrey McGinn is the Director of the Wrongful Conviction Division of the 

Office of the State Public Defender.  The WCD is dedicated to the release of 

indigent Iowa inmates who are innocent of the crimes for which they were 

convicted.  Formerly of the California Innocence Project, Ms. McGinn has assisted 

with the exoneration of seven inmates.  In addition to her innocence work, she 

was the program manager of RED Inocente, a program dedicated to building 

innocence projects and promoting legal reforms throughout Latin America.   

 

Judge William Owens currently serves as co-chair of the Iowa Supreme 

Court’s Advisory Committee for Children's Justice; is a member of the State 

Council of the Iowa Supreme Court Commission  for Children's Justice; and is 

chair of the Juvenile Judge Committee of the Iowa Judge’s Association 

 

Robert Rehkemper is a Managing Partner with the firm of Gourley 

Rehkemper & Lindholm.  A frequent speaker at attorney education seminars, Mr. 

Rehkemper has distinguished himself as premier defense attorney, specializing 

in the defense of Operating While Intoxicated cases.  

 

Judge Greg Steensland, Iowa District Court Judge, Fourth Judicial District.  

Prior to his appointment to bench in 2005, Judge Steensland was in private 

practice and previously served as Chief Public Defender for the Council Bluffs 

Office.  He is the presiding Judge of the Drug Court Program. 

 

2016 
Iowa Public Defender 

Conference 

June 15-17 

Ramada Tropics Resort 

& Conference Center 

Des Moines, Iowa 

REGISTRATION FORM 

(One participant per form) 

 

Name:  ______________________________  

Occupation:  ___________________________  

Company/Firm:  _________________________  

Address:  _____________________________  

City/State: _____________________________ 

Phone: _______________ FAX:  ____________  

Email: _______________________________  

PDA requests this information for the purposes of pre-

registering you in the conference. No one outside the PDA, 

with the exception of participants in the conference, is   

routinely provided this information. 

 

SCHEDULE OF FEES: 

Please check appropriate box(es) 

□ State Public Defender Employee $40 

Non-State Public Defender: 

□ Entire Seminar $300 

□ Wednesday Only $100 

□ Thursday Only $125 

□ Friday Only $100 

□ Thursday Juvenile $125 

□ Private Investigator $100 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $  __________________  

 

Please make checks payable to: 

Iowa Public Defender Association 

Please mail check and Registration Form to: 

Joe Reedy 

Public Defender's Office 

300 W. Broadway - Suite 125 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

 

Any Other Questions: 

Peter Tenny, Asst. Public Defender 

PTenny@spd.state.ia.us   (712) 323-9115 

For Office Use Only 

Check # ______ Rec’d _______ Amount $  ______  



“The Juvenile Track” 
Juvenile Attorney Session 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 
 

12:00-1:00  Registration 
 

1:00-2:00  Adam Gregg, Iowa State Public Defender & Kurt 

Swaim, First Assistant Iowa State Public Defender: 

Legislative Update 
 

2:00-3:00  Justice Darryl  Hecht, Justice of the Iowa 

Supreme Court:  A View From the Bench 
 

3:00-4:00   Judge Jeffrey Neary, Iowa District Court, Third 

Judicial District:  Practical Trial Tips 
 

4:00-5:00  Steven Drahozal, Asst. Public Defender: How to 

Avoid Ineffective Assistance of Counsel Claims 

 

5:00  Hospitality  

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 16 
 

8:00-9:00  Audrey McGinn: Wrongful Conviction Division 
 

9:00-10:00  Aaron Hawbaker: Defending Child Sex Abuse 

Cases  
 

10:00-11:00  Robert Rehkemper: Defending an OWI Test 

Refusal Case 
  

11:00-12:00  Jerry Foxhoven: Ethics (1 hour) 
 

12:00-1:00  Luncheon, Sponsor: (Thompson Reuters) 

 

1:00-2:00   Jerry Foxhoven: Ethics (1 hour) 

 

2:00-3:00  Richard McWilliams, Asst. Federal Public 

Defender: Interplay of Federal & State Criminal Cases 
 

3:00-4:00  Darrel Mullins, Asst. Attorney General: 

Litigating Issues Under the Iowa Constitution  

 
4:00-5:00 Andy Falco, K-9 & Dog Sniff Searches 
 

5:00  Hospitality    6:00  Musical stylings of B. John Burns  

FRIDAY, JUNE 17 
 

8:00-9:00  Ernst Nino-Murcia, Standards for Court 

Interpreters 
 

9:00-10:00  John Burns, Asst. Federal Public Defender: 

Criminal Case law Update   
 

10:00 -11:00  Teresa Wilson and  Shellie Knipfer-McClellan, 

Asst. Appellate Defenders: Error Preservation 

 

11:00-12:00  Judge Greg Steensland, Iowa District Court 

Judge: Ethics (1 hour) 

 

12:00 Closing Remarks 

Public Defender Conference 
Attorney Session 

15 HOURS (THREE ETHICS HOURS) 
THURSDAY, JUNE 16 
 

8:00-900  Dennis McMahon: Collision Investigation and 

Event Data Recorder. 

 

9-10:00 Derek Kilbride, Alliance Technology: Computer 

Technology for the Effective Investigator 

 

10:00-11:00 Jill McAleer, Pottawattamie County Attorney 

Office: Victim/Witnesses & the Court System 

 

11:00 –12:00 Jeff Herter: Report & Update from National 

Public Defender Seminar  

 

12:00-1:00 Luncheon, Sponsor: (Thompson Reuters)  

 

1:00-2:00  Anna Bibulowicz:  Police Misconduct  database 
 

2:00-4:00  Tim Pettit: Investigations 
 

4:00-5:00  With Attorneys—Andy Falco, K-9 & Dog Sniff 

Searches 

 

5:00 Hospitality 

 

FRIDAY, JUNE 17 

8:00-9:00 With Attorneys– Standards for Court 

Interpreters 

 

9:00-11:00 Bryant Crosby: Polygraph Examinations 

 

11:00-12:00 Investigator Roundtable Discussion: 

Investigation Issues, Challenges & Solutions  

 

 

Hotel Reservations: 

Ramada Tropics Resort & Conference Center 

5000 Merle Hay Rd.  Des Moines, IA 50322.  

 515-278-0271 

Mention Public Defender Conference Block 

  
 

 
 

“The Investigator Track” 
Investigator Session 

THRUSDAY, JUNE 16 
 

8:30-9:30 Eric Strovers, Asst. Pottawattamie County 

Attorney: Indian Child Welfare Act Update 
 

9:30-10:30 April Palma, Justice For Our Neighbors: 

Representation of Unaccompanied Minors 
 

10:30-12:00 Judge William Owens, Juvenile Court Judge: 

Juvenile Case Law and Legislative Update 

 

1:30-3:30 Dennis Marks and Betsy Clarke, “Challenging a 

Juvenile’s Statement” 

 

3:30-4:30 Betsy Clarke: “Gault and Gideon at 50” 

 

4:30-5:00 Judge Susan Larsen-Christensen, Iowa District 

Court Judge: Parent Representation Standards, Proposed 

Guardianship Legislation 
 

5:00  Hospitality 

 
 

 


