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q Thursday Only $125
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q Thursday Juvenile Only $125
q Private Investigator $100
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Iowa Public Defender Association
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Peter Persaud

Public Defender’s Office
725 So. Clinton St., Ste. A

Iowa City, IA 52240
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Check #_______  Rec’d ______  Amount $________

$

Public Defender
Criminal Law Seminar

2014

June 18th to 20th
Coralville Marriott Hotel

Coralville, Iowa

Guest Speakers: 

Keynote speaker Derwyn Bunton is the Chief District Defender for 
Orleans Parish (New Orleans). In 2007, Derwyn represented a client 
in the so-called Jena 6, which involved six black teenagers charged 
with beating a white student at Jena High School in Jena, Louisiana. 
Events preceding the alleged crime included the hanging of nooses 
from a tree in the high school courtyard after a black student had 
sat under that tree. The charges of the Jena 6 led to approximately 
15,000 protesters marching in Jena in what was described as the 
“largest civil rights demonstration in years.” Originally charged with 
attempted murder, Derwyn’s client pled guilty to a misdemeanor 
and his conviction has since been expunged. Bunton also played a 
critical role in working through the post-Katrina indigent defense 
crisis in New Orleans.

Meda Chesney-Lind is nationally recognized for her work on 
women and crime. Her books include Girls, Delinquency and 
Juvenile Justice, which received an award from the American Society 
of Criminology. Her most recent work is an edited collection 
entitled Female Gangs in America. A Professor of Women’s Studies 
at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, Chesney-Lindis an outspoken 
advocate for girls and women, particularly those who find their way 
into the criminal justice system.
 
John Conroy is an award-winning investigative journalist published 
in such places as the New York Times, Washington Post, Boston 
Globe, Chicago Tribune, and the Chicago Reader. He spent years 
exposing police torture in Chicago. Currently he is Director of 
Investigations at the Legal Clinic at DePaul University College of 
Law in Chicago.

Dr. Jeffrey Janofsky, Associate Professor and Director of the 
Psychiatry and the Law Program at The Johns Hopkins Hospital,  
has testified about the pitfalls of drug recognition experts.

Jeffrey Gilleran is the Maryland public defender who 
successfully challenged drug recognition experts through  
Dr. Janofsky’s testimony.
 
Michele LaVigne was a Wisconsin state public defender before 
joining the University of Wisconsin’s clinical law faculty. She  
directs the Remington Center’s Public Defender Project, in which 
law students are placed as interns in public defender offices 
throughout Wisconsin. Her work on language impairment  
examines the communicative, behavioral, and legal implications  
of language impairments frequently found in juvenile and criminal 
justice systems.  
 
Kevin McClain is a private investigator in Illinois who formerly 
worked for the Office of the Illinois State Appellate Defender. An 
expert in investigative work involving social media, McClain is a 
frequent speaker at criminal defense training colleges nationwide, 
including the Darrow Death Penalty Defense College in Chicago.
 
Ann Roan has been the State Training Director for the Colorado 
State Public Defender for ten years and has been a public defender 
for 24 years. An expert in jury selection, Roan has taught criminal 
defense lawyers in Kentucky, Louisiana, and Texas, as well as at the 
National Criminal Defense College in Macon, Georgia, and at the 
NACDL’s Capital Voir Dire College in Boulder.



PUBLIC DEFENDER CONFERENCE 
CRIMINAL TRACK 

15 hours (including 3 hours of ethics)

 
Wednesday, June 18

1:00–1:30  Kurt Swaim, First Assistant Iowa State 
Public Defender: Legislative Update

1:30–2:15  John Conroy, Award-Winning Investigative 
Journalist and Director of Investigations, DePaul 
University College of Law: Dissecting Police Reports

2:15–3:15  KEyNOTE ADDRESS by Derwyn Bunton, 
Chief Public Defender for New Orleans, represented 
one of the so-called “Jena 6” and played critical role in 
post-Katrina indigent defense crisis

3:30–5:00  Michelle LaVigne, Clinical Professor and 
Director of the Public Defender Project, University of 
Wisconsin Law School: He Got in My Face So I Shot 
Him: How Defendants’ Language Impairments Impair 
Attorney-Client Relationships (1.5 Ethics) 
 

 
Thursday, June 19

8:00–8:45  Kevin McClain, Investigator, formerly with 
the Illinois State Appellate Defender: Using Social 
Media for Investigations

8:45–10:45  Ann Roan, Training Director, Colorado 
State Public Defender: The Colorado Method of Jury 
Selection

11:00–Noon  Jeffrey Gilleran, Assistant Maryland 
Public Defender: How Maryland Successfully 
Challenged Drug Recognition Experts in Court 

Noon–1:00  LUNCH (Public Defender Association 
Lunch)

9:00–10:45  Brent Pattison, Professor, Drake 
University Law School/Director, Middleton Children’s 
Rights Center: Juvenile Ethics (1.75 ethics)

11:00–Noon  Jerry Foxhoven, Professor, Drake 
University Law School: Juvenile Caselaw Update 

Noon–1:00  LUNCH

1:00–2:00  Jean Lawrence, Professor, University of 
Iowa College of Law: Representing Incarcerated Parents 
in CINAs and Terminations
                                                 
2:00–3:00  The Honorable Judge Colin Witt, Fifth 
Judicial District of Iowa: Children in Need of Assistance 
and Those Who Become Orphans
 
3:15–4:15  Lars Anderson, Attorney, Holland and 
Anderson: Sealing of Juvenile Delinquency Records and 
Confidentiality Orders
 
4:15–5:15  Meda Chesney-Lind, Associate Professor, 
University of Hawaii: Criminalizing Girls’ Survival: 
Facts and Myths about “Bad” Girls
 

Hotel reservations:

You can book your room now at the Marriott Hotel 
in Coralville, Iowa (319) 688-4000. Mention Public 
Defender Conference block of rooms.
Rates are: $77 plus tax/room. $8/day parking
 
Conference costs: 

$40 for Public Defenders (Association Fee)
$300 for Private Attorneys attending the entire 
conference
$100 for Wednesday only
$125 for Thursday only
$100 for Friday only
$125 for Thursday Juvenile Only
$100 for Private Investigators

1:00–2:00  Dr. Jeffrey Janofsky, Associate Professor 
and Director, Psychiatry and the Law Program,
The Johns Hopkins Hospital: Flaws of Drug 
Recognition Experts

2:00–3:00  Ann Roan: Colorado Method of Jury 
Selection Demonstration and Discussion

3:15–4:15  John Allen, Professor, University of Iowa 
College of Law: Trial Practice Ethics (1.0 ethics) 

4:15–5:15  Meda Chesney-Lind, Associate Professor, 
University of Hawaii: Criminalizing Girls’ Survival: 
Facts and Myths about “Bad” Girls         
 
Friday, June 20
 
8:00–8:30  Samuel Langholz, State Public Defender:  
New Court-Appointed Attorney Qualifications (.5 Ethics) 
 
8:30–9:30  The Honorable Patrick Grady, Chief 
Judge, Sixth Judicial District of Iowa: Lesser Included 
Offenses
 
9:30–10:30  Kevin Cmelik, Assistant Iowa Attorney 
General: Voluntariness in State Court Confessions
 
10:45–Noon  B. John Burns, Assistant Federal Public 
Defender: Criminal Caselaw Update

PUBLIC DEFENDER CONFERENCE 
JUVENILE TRACK

8 hrs (including 1.75 hours of ethics)

 
Thursday, June 19

8:00–9:00  Alison Werner Smith, Attorney, Hayek 
Brown Moreland & Smith: Appealing Child Abuse 
Assessments


