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Can any of these organizations help me with other types of cases? 
No.  Due to the large number of requests that we receive and our limited resources, we are only able to assist in cases where the 
applicant is claiming actual innocence.  If we cannot help you because you are not claiming actual innocence, but your constitutional 
rights were violated, or you were otherwise treated unlawfully or wrongfully, you may still be able to file an application for 
postconviction relief under Iowa Code Chapter 822.  You may file your application with the appropriate clerk of district court and 
request a court appointed attorney to represent you, or otherwise seek relief under any other applicable state or federal law, if you 
timely file for relief. 
 
How do I apply? 
You may apply by filling out an “Application for Assistance.”  You may request a copy of the application by writing to the following 
address:  Midwest Innocence Project, 605 West 47th Street, Suite 222, Kansas City, MO  64112.   
 
What should I expect if I apply? 
Application for Assistance 
The process begins with our Application for Assistance.  All inmates seeking assistance must fill-out an application.  Our application 
is twelve pages long and asks many questions about your conviction.  We ask that all applicants complete the application to the best of 
his or her ability.  It is important for us to have the answers to as many of the questions as possible.  Completed applications should be 
returned to the MIP office at 605 West 47th Street, Suite 222, Kansas City, MO  64112. 
 
Intake Review and Screening Process 
Once your application is returned, it will be reviewed by our Intake Staff.  Our Intake Staff reviews each application to determine if it 
meets certain basic program criteria.  (See the explanation of cases the organizations accept and does not accept above.)  After our 
Intake Staff makes their initial determination, we will write to you and inform you of our decision.  Because of the large number of 
requests that we receive, it may take up to six months or more for our Intake Staff to review your request. 
 
If our Intake Staff needs more information to assess your application, it will be placed into our screening review process.  In this 
process, intake staff or law students may contact you and other investigating or state agencies to collect documents related to your 
case.  Such documents may include transcripts, lab reports, police reports, etc.  Please do not send documents unless requested by us. 
 
Wait List 
If our Intake Staff decides that your case warrants further review, we will place your case on our wait list.  Please know that if your 
case is placed on the wait list, we do not agree to do anything other than review your case for potential meritorious claims of actual 
innocence.  If after the intake and/or screening process you have upcoming court dates or deadlines, we are unable to assist you with 
these matters while your case is on our wait list. 
 
Eventually, the cases on our wait list will be assigned to attorneys or law students, working under the supervision of a project attorney, 
for a more in-depth review.  When your case is assigned to law students, they will contact you and specify what activities we agree 
and do not agree to perform on your behalf.  Due to high demand, cases stay on our wait list for as long as three years or more before 
we are able to assign them for further review.   
 
How can I contact you? 
While we prefer to respond to requests and questions from inmates via mail, we do accept collect calls from inmates as well as emails.  
We will speak with any person to whom you have given us permission in writing.  Our address is 605 West 47th Street, Suite 222, 
Kansas City, MO  64112. 
 
Where can I find more information? 
More information about each organization may be found on the internet at: http://www.themip.org, www.spd.iowa.gov, or 
http://www.iowainnocence.org/ 
 


