
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF IOWA, IN AND FOR POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 

 

███████████,    ) 

Petitioner,     )  Case No. DRC ██████ 

      ) 

vs.      ) 

      ) ORDER ESTABLLISHING CUSTODY 

█████████     )   (DEFAULT)  

Respondent.     ) 

) 

 

THIS MATTER came upon Plaintiff’s Petition for Custody. Petitioner, ████, is represented by 

██████, with ████████. 

 

Respondent, ██████████, is unrepresented.  

 

The minor child is represented by ████████, with ████████. The Court, being fully advised in the 

premises, finds as follows: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 

1. Petitioner, ███████ (hereinafter “██████s”), filed a duly verified Petition for Establishment of 

Paternity along with an Ex parte Motion for Custody Under Temporary Emergency Jurisdiction in 

Pottawattamie County, Iowa on February 24, 2015. 

 

2. Respondent, ████████ (hereinafter “█████”) was mailed the filed court documents to her last known 

address on May 5, 2015. She has not filed an Answer in this case; she is hereby found in default. 

 

3. ██████’ year of birth is ████. █████ currently resides at ██████, Council Bluffs, IA █████. 

█████’s year of birth is unknown. Her last known address is ██████, ████████, Honduras. 

 

4. The parties have never been married to each other. 

 

5. ██████ and █████ are the biological parents of the minor child, █████ (DOB: XX/XX/█████) 

(hereinafter “the minor child”). 

  

6. █████ abused the minor child when she lived with him. She would hit him often and do so without 

cause. 

 

7. Due to █████’s neglect, she lost custody of the minor child in Honduras on ██████. She has since 

made no effort to regain legal or physical custody. 

 

8. █████ abandoned the minor child in Honduras after losing custody. Before arriving to the United 

States, the minor child was sent to live with his uncle in Honduras where he was beaten with belts 

and whips. 

 

9. Due to ██████’s abandonment, abuse, and neglect, reunification of the minor child with ████ is 

not viable. 

 

10. It is in the best interest of the minor child for ███████ to have sole legal and physical custody of 

the minor child and for the minor child to stay in the United States and not return to Honduras. Iowa 

is the home state of the minor child. 

 

11. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties hereto and the subject matter hereof. 

 



12. The Findings of Facts set out above are hereby incorporated herein as Conclusions of Law as if set out 

herein verbatim. 

 

13. The interests of the minor child have been considered by his attorney, and there are no objections to 

awarding ███████ sole legal and physical custody in this matter. 

 

ORDERS 

 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

I. 

 

Sole Legal Custody. ████████ is a fit and proper person to be awarded sole legal custody of 

the parties’ minor child. “Sole legal custody” means an award of legal custody of the child to one 

parent only, under which only that parent has legal custodial rights and responsibilities toward 

the child and that parent has legal custodial rights superior to those of the other parent. Rights 

and responsibilities of sole legal custody include, but are not limited to, control in making 

decisions affecting the child’s legal status, medical care, education, extracurricular activities and 

religious instruction. 

 

II. 

 

Sole Physical Care and Custody. ███████ is granted sole physical care and custody of the 

minor child. “Physical care” means the right and responsibility to maintain a home for the child 

and provide for their routine care. 

 

III. 

 

Income Tax Exemptions, Deductions and Credits. ███████ shall have the right to claim the 

minor child on his Federal and State tax returns for all credit and exceptions. 

 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 


